
March 25, 2021

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, and Zoom Conference due to
COVID-19 on Thursday, March 25, 2021, at 7:00 P.M. in the Marion County Council
Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South Carolina. Members present were
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman; Elista H. Smith Vice-Chairperson; Councilman Allen
W, Floyd, Councilman Robin Turner, Thomas E. Shaw. Also present were G. Timothy
Harper, Administrator; Kent M. Williams, Deputy Administrator; Charles L. McLain,
III, County Attorney, Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star &
Enterprise was not present and duly notified.

Absent: Councilman Oscar Foxworth and Councilman Milton W. Troy, II.

Chairman Atkinson called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to
lead the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of
Information Announcement.

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on March 9, 2021.

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, and
carried unanimously, to recess the regular meeting and open the public hearing for
Ordinance #2021-03.

Councilman Shaw stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman
Milton W. Troy, II voting in favor of all matters.

The County Attorney opened the floor to the public for questions. Mr. McLain answered
a question from Mrs. Miko Pickett regarding the process of said ordinance.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and
carried unanimously, to close the public hearing and reconvene the regular meeting.

The County Attorney told Council that there are (2) pending resolutions.
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The County Attorney told Council that item A second reading for ordinance listed on the
agenda as follows were ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance #2021-03 An Ordinance
to Postpone the Implementation of the Revised Assessed Values Resulting from the next
County-Wide Equalization Program.

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of
Ordinance #2021-03 An Ordinance to Postpone the Implementation of the Revised
Assessed Values Resulting from the next County-Wide Equalization Program was ready.
Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously, to approve third reading of Ordinance #2021-03.

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2.

Committee #1 has (2) matters pending.

The County Attorney had nothing to report.

Ms. Margaret Reaves appeared before Council to discuss the animal shelter. Ms. Reaves
asked Council to provide the following. (1) Someone answers the phone during normal
8:00-5:00 business hours. (2) That the County form a rapport with the community, by
allowing them to adopt animals. (3) That someone is available to let the community in
during whatever hours the shelter deems as open for adoption. (4) Have an agreed fee
for adopting animals. (5) That someone is available to help individuals claim lost
animals. (6) Allow volunteers to help the shelter director to lighten the load. Council
stated that they would consider the request and thanked Ms. Reaves for her
presentation.

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council
that the Mullins Recreational Tennis Court project is moving forward. He stated that the
City of Marion is also working on its recreational projects. Mr. Harper stated that the
Britton’s Neck Training Grounds project is moving forward.

The Administrator updated Council on Disaster Preparedness. Mr. Harper reported to
Council that the County has been approved for the $500,000 stormwater study.

The Administrator told Council that the County is waiting on information about elevating
the fifteen (15) houses that have been discussed previously. Mr. Harper also mentioned
that the State has a second round of money that individuals can apply to demolish houses
and a buyout program.

The Administrator told Council that the clerk has provided a list of vacancies to various
boards and commissions.

The Deputy Administrator gave Council an update on the Amazing Grace Park. Mr.
Williams told Council that the park will be home to a museum playground and pavilion
to honor Senator Clementa Pinckney. The park will feature accessible seating areas and
facilities surrounded by walking trails edged in native flowers and foliage. He stated that
the park will include a venue for gatherings such as festivals, concerts, weddings, and
local activities. The best part of this park it’s all nestled in the heart of downtown Marion.
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Mr. Williams thanked the Administrator, Council, and many generous sponsors for their
support. He also thanked the Marion County Healthcare Foundation for their support.
The Amazing Grace Park is scheduled to open to the public in the summer of 2021.

The Administrator told Council that the County received a request from the owners
regarding the old hotel building. Mr. Harper stated that the deadline is May, but due to
the pandemic work had to stop. They are asking for a six-month extension. Motion was
made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that the County has started a litter control program. Mr.
Harper provided a report on the items that were collected. He also provided a report on
how many beavers were trapped.

The Administrator presented information on the new software system. He stated that
various departments have been involved in gathering information. Mr. Harper
recommended Tyler Technologies for the County’s new software system. Motion was
made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, and carried
unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that he is waiting on information regarding the Rescue
Care Act. He mentioned that FEMA will be providing funeral cost assistance for
COVID-19 related deaths.

The Administrator reported to Council that the County’s contract with Waste
Management will be coming up for renewal. He stated that Mrs. Vickie Wittenburg stated
that Waste Management would have to increase the rate to $1.09 per cart. Mr. Harper
stated that the County is in the process of sending out RFPs.

The County Attorney presented to Council a request from Mr. Timothy Travis Collins
about an agricultural assessment for the 2020 tax year. Mr. McLain explained the statute
on an agricultural assessment. Council agreed to stick to the process regarding this said
matter. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith to
deny the request. The motion carried unanimously.

The Administrator told Council that the Pee Dee Regional Council of Governments has
requested that Council adopt a resolution designating April as Fair Housing Month.
Motion was made by Councilman. Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried
unanimously, to adopt a resolution designating April as Fair Housing Month.

The Administrator provided Council a list of Marion County gravel & dirt roads that
have right-a-ways or easements.

Councilman Floyd stated that he is proud of the employees coming to work without
complaining during the pandemic.

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for personnel, legal and contractual
matters.
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Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Smith, and
carried unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting.
Chairman Atkinson stated that no action was taken during executive session called for
personnel, legal and contractual matters.

Mr. Williams asked Council to approve the MOU between Marion County and the
Marion County Healthcare Foundation Board upon the approval of the Healthcare
Foundation Board. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman
Floyd, and carried unanimously.

There being no further business to discuss motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Smith,
seconded by Councilman Shaw, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:8:45 P.M.

_________________________ __________________________
John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Chairman Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council


